English Report on Short Stories
(1)-------- A Christmas Carol

(2)--------The Year of Sharing
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>>Summary of A Christmas Carol

“A Christmas Carol” is a story about a miserly old man called Ebenezer Scrooge, who cares about nothing but his business and making money.  This Christmas Eve, as usual, Scrooge returned to his house after a day of work.  Just as he sat down in his bedroom, Jacob Marley’s ghost, Scrooge’s partner in life, appeared in front of him.  The ghost warned Scrooge about what consequence he will create for himself if he keeps being so selfish.  After that, three spirits, the ghost of Christmas Past, Present, and Future, came to visit him successively, and changed his life forever.
>>Themes of A Christmas Carol


“A Christmas Carol” is basically telling us that money and business aren’t the only two things that we should be interested in; instead, we should care about others, be kind to them, and lend them a helping hand when they really need us.  Also, we should not live in our own world, paying more attention to things that happened around us is necessary.
>>After Reading

I think that in our lives, there are many things that are far more important and valuable than business and money, things that we really should chase after, such as friendship, love, or opportunities to help others.  When we take them as our goals and actually make efforts in them, they will bring us more happiness, and make our lives worthier and more meaningful.
(2)The Year of Sharing
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>>Summary of The Year of Sharing

The story takes place in a world in future where people lived in a natural environment, a primitive lifestyle.  There aren’t so many man-made stuff, no cars, no cities, but only bicycles, villages, forests, and wild animals.  Everyone in that world had to do their Year of Sharing when they’re twelve, and so did Richard.  So he left his village, joined a deer family, and started his adventure.  In a year, he must live with his deer family, move with them in the forest, and learn to share with animals.
>>Themes of The Year of Sharing


“The Year of Sharing” is telling us that human beings aren’t the only species in the world.  The Earth belongs to not just humans but all of the creatures on this planet, and we should share the world with them.
>>After Reading

 To coexist with animals and the nature, and not to do harm to other species on Earth have always been tasks for humans to deal with, but most of the people don’t really understand the importance of doing these.  Humans have been taking whatever we want from the nature extravagantly ever since the Industrial Revolution.  We always consider ourselves as the measure of all things, that’s why we created all the pollution and destruction to environment.  I think that everyone should learn what Richard had learned in the story, and bear in mind the importance of environmental protection.
